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I. 

The  period  of  the  new  birth  of  Servia  which  began  in 
1804,  ended  in  1813  with  its  re- occupation  by  the  Turks. 

During  the  incessant  wars  in  these  years  with  the 
Porte,  Servia  was  not  left  time  to  organize  her  economic 
and  commercial  relations  with  her  neighbours.  After  the 
second  revolution  of  1815.  the  commercial  relations  of 
Servia  were  regulated  in  accordance  with  tariffs  based 
on  commercial  treaties  between  Austria-Hungary  and 
Turkey,  already  foreshadowed  in  1718  at  Passarowitz 
(Posarevatz).  these  custom  tariffs  burdened  the  goods 
with  a  3  "/,,  ad  valorem  duty,  with  the  addition  of  2 
in  the  form  of  additional  rates.  After  the  Peace  of  Adria- 
nople  of  1829,  through  which  the  autonomy  of  Servia 
was  recognized  by  a  hatti-sherif  (August  14th.  1830), 
Servia  as  a  Tributary  to  Turkey  remained  from  the  point 
of  view  of  foreign  commercial  relations  an  integral  part 
of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  paid  the  Porte  an  import,  duty 
on  the  sales  of  her  goods  of  45,000  piastres,  and  had 
the  right  to  levy  custom  duties  of  5  ",„  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise. 

In  1823  and  1836  as  in  1819.  commercial  relations 
between  Servia  and  Austria-Hungary  were  based  on  an 
ad  valorem  duty  of  5  %•  Servia  Iried  to  increase  this 

duty  in  1845:  but  Austria-Hungary,  through  her  re- 
presentative Metternich.  took  measures  at  Constantinople 
to  prevent  her  from  doing  so.  In  18(52  Austria-Hungary 
concluded  a  commercial  treaty  with  Turkey  on  the  basis 
of  an  8  7,,  cid  valorem  duty,  instead  of  one  of  .">  '  .  but 
Servia  was  not  included  in  this  new  arrangement,  and 
so  found  herself  facing  Austria-Hungary  with  custom 
[duties  of  only  5  7n  <id  valorem.  The  Treaty  of  Paris  of 
[1856  guaranteed  in  principle  the  economic  autonomy  of 


the  Danubian  Principalities,  but  did  not  greatly  change 
the  position  of  Servia  so  far  as  its  commercial  indepen- 
dence was  concerned.  Servia's  right  to  make  treaties  of 
commerce  as  a  Sovereign  State  was  not  recognized  by 
the  Empire  adjoining  her. 

To  free  herself  from  this  dependence  in  which  Aus- 
tria-Hungary wished  to  keep  her,  Servia  made  a  special 
h\v  in  1865,  termed  a  law  of  consumption  (trocharina) 
by  which  a  tax  on  consumption  was  levied  on  merchan- 
dise, of  from  6  0/0  to  5  "/„  ad  valorem. 

The  Treaty  of  Berlin  of  1878,  by  its  38th  Article, 
recognized  the  independence  of  the  Servian  State,  and 
granted  it  finally  the  right  to  regulate  its  own  commer- 
cial relations  with  Foreign  Powers  precisely  as  lh:>.  other 
independent  States  of  Europe;  and  thus  Servia  found 
herself  free  from  the  regime  of  the  capitulations  which 
obtains  in  Turkey. 

Foreign  commerce  of  Servia 
1864-1880 


V  i-  a  r 

Imports 

KxjiorN 

Total 

(in  millions  of  Ir.uic-) 


18(54       .            .... 

17.7 

15.4 

33.2 

1805         .         

1'.).  2 

18.0 

37.1 

1HI56  .       

21.7 

in.  o 

40/5 

18(57         .       .       ... 

26.  5 

25.0 

51.2 

1868              

30.  0 

38  0 

(IS.  0 

18li{.) 

26.  6 

34.0 

61.0 

1870  

28.0 

30.  (5 

58.5 

1871       .          

28.0 

27  <> 

55.  3 

1872       

2'.).  4 

33  0 

62.3 

1873  

2<i.  7 

32.0 

:.s.  i 

1874                  ... 

31.2 

35.4 

67.  2 

1875 

31.2 

35.  0 

66.  2 

1876   

war 

wax 

war 

1877                 .     .  . 







1878     





— 

1879 

41.6 

39.  0 

80.  6 

1880  

46.  1 

35.  2 

81.3 

Annual  avi'ni"^  

29 

30 

29.  5 

Servia's  trade  with  Austria-Hungary 
1865-1875 


Year 

Exports 

Percentage 

Imports 

.Percentage 
of  Total 
Trade 

1865. 

14.9 
17.1 
20.5 
23.1 
20.7 
22.2 
23.  1 
23.0 
1'.).  0 
25 
25.1 

(in  milli 
77.65 

78.85 
77.82 
77.02 
77.53 
80.00 
83.00 
78.00 
70.00 
78.71 
80.32 

ons  of  francs 

19.2 
21.7 
26.4 
30.0 
26.7 
27.7 
27.7 
29.5 
26.7 
31.8 
21.2 

) 

100  % 
100  % 
100  % 

100  % 
100  % 

100% 
100  % 

100  % 

100  % 
100% 
100  % 

1866          

1867  

1868  

1869  

1870  

1871  

1872  

1873  

1874  

1875  

Average  and  Percentage 
of  Total  Trade  .... 

21.2 

74% 

26.2 

97  %-100  % 

II. 

In  1879,  Servia  concluded  with  England  a  provisional 
agreement,  on  the  basis  of  the  most  favoured  nation ; 
and  this  was  the  first  commercial  treaty  made  by  Servia 
after  her  indipendence.  This  treaty  enabled  Servia  to 
evade  the  stipulations  of  the  pact  of  1875  with  Austria- 
Hungary,  by  which  the  Empire  adjacent  to  her  aimed 
at  a  customs  union  with  the  Servian  State,  and  tended 
in  consequence  to  obtain  complete  control  of  the  economic 
life  of  the  young  independent  Principality. 

Following  on  the  Austrian  protest  against  the 
Servian-English  Treaty,  Austria  asked  Servia  to  grant 
her  special  privileges,  threatened  to  raise  to  10%  the 
import  duties  on  Servian  goods,  and  refused  to  resume 
the  negotiations  for  a  treaty  of  commerce- 


The  result  of  this  vexatious  action  was  the  fall  of 
the  Servian  Cabinet  under  Ristiht;  and  his  successor, 
Fch.  Miyatavitcb,  on  the  26*h  of  October  1880,  satisfied 
the  demands  of  Austria. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1880,  the  first  treaty  of  commerce 
was  concluded  between  Servia  and  Austria-Hungary :  it 
was  accompanied  by  a  secret  Convention  between  Servia 
and  the  adjacent  Empire  (in  1881),  and  prolonged  in 
1889  before  the  abdication  of  King  Milan.  This  Convention 
was  to  expire  in  1899 ;  but  King  Milan's  return  sufficed 
to  secure  its  prolongation. 

The  capital  clause  of  this  Convention  was  that  Servia 
was  to  have  no  right  to  conclude  any  treaty  of  commerce 
without  the  consent  of  Austria-Hungary. 

Pirotchanatz  had  the  greatest  difficulty  mobtaiiiing 
the  modification  of  this  Clause  in  the  following  sense : 
that  Servia  safeguarded  her  right  of  free  decision  in  the 
conclusion  of  treaties  of  commerce. 

But  the  whole  history  of  Servia  from  1881  to  1906 
proves  that  this  right  was  merely  apparent.  Such  were 
the  early  years  of  Servia's  political  independence :  prac- 
tically an  economic  slavery  and  a  vassalage  to  Austria. 

When  the  first  treaty  of  1881  expired,  a  second  was 
concluded  in  1893.  Both  were  drawn  up  under  the  system 
of  secret  conventions. 

These  two  treaties  imply  a  customs  union  with 
Austria-Hungary,  and  realize  that  Empire's  idea  of  keeping 
Servia  under  its  control,  the  idea  developed  from  the  very 
earliest  days  after  the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 

In  the  traffic  across  the  frontier,  granted  to  Servia 
in  these  two  treaties,  the  rights  were  practically  eluded 
of  the  other  foreign  States  with  which  Servia  had  com- 
mercial relations  on  the  basis  of  the  most  favoured 
nation.  These  other  nations,  which  had  no  tariff  treaties 
and  should  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  the  advantageous 
custom  duties  granted  to  Austrian  imports,  could  not  avail 
themselves  of  them  for  two  reasons:  -  first  of  all,  the 
nearness  of  Austria,  and  secondly,  the  privileges  which 
obtained  in  the  frontier  traffic  between  Servia  and  Austria- 
Hungary,  where  goods  passed  duty-free. 


During  the  period  between  1881  and  1906,  when  these 
two  treaties  were  in  force,  the  exportation  of  live-stock  to 
Austria-Hungary  was  guaranteed,  subject  to  the  regula- 
tions laid  down  in  the  Veterinary  Convention. 

These  conditions  were  most  onerous  and  occasioned 
frequent  closing  of  the  frontier  whenever  the  policy  of 
Servia  showed  a  tendency  to  issue  from  the  orbit  of 
Austria-Hungary.  The  reduced  tariffs  and  close  proximity 
of  that.  Monarchy  excluded  anything  like  serious  competi- 
tion on  the  part  of  other  foreign  States.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  production  and  exportation  in  Servia  were 
in  a  state  of  stagnation,  and  were  limited  to  the  simplest 
raw  materials,  fruit,  cattle,  grain. 

By  monopolizing  our  exportation  and  importation,  to 
the  extent  of  80  °/0  of  the  sum  total,  Austro-Hungary  had 
succeeded  in  monopolizing  our  credit  too,  our  railway 
system,  and  our  river  traffic  on  the  Danube  and  the  Save. 
She  was  mistress  of  our  economic  and  political  indepen- 
dence, .for  she  succeeded  in  isolating  us  completely  from 
every  State  bordering  on  our  frontiers  and  from  all 
Europe.  By  concluding  these  two  treaties  of  commerce 
with  Servia.  Austria-Hungary  succeeded  to  securing  the 
constant  prolongation  of  five  Conventions  much  to  her 
own  advantage;  viz..  for  the  river  traffic,  as  to  succes- 
sions and  guardianship,  as  to  appeals  in  judicial  matters, 
as  to  the  extradition  of  criminals,  and  the  Consular 
Convention. 


Foreign  commerce  of  Servia 
1881-1893 


V  c  ar 

I  in  ports 

Exports 

Total 

Transit 

1881  . 

43.  2 

(in  millioi 
40.1 

of  francs) 

83.3 

1882 

48.4 

40.3 

88.8 



1883 

50 

40  2 

90  2 

1884  . 

51 

40 

91 

0.  (i 

1885                                     .    . 

41).  2 

37.  (I 

77.8 

II.  5 

1880  

51.7 

40.  7 

92.  4 

0.4 

1887  .    .    . 

36.5 

36.  1 

72.6 

(I.  9 

1888             

35.  2 

39 

74    1 

5  8 

188',) 

34.8 

3l» 

73.8 

S  (I 

181X1  

38.  OT 

4ii 

84 

11   0 

1891 

43.  0 

52.  3 

95  '.} 

18  3 

1892      .    .    . 

37.1 

40.  4 

83.  5 

20.  8 

1893 

41 

39 

90 

20  S 

Ann  iiiil  Average        .... 

42 

41 

83 

9  01 

1894-1905 


1894  . 

34.8 

4(i.  0 

80.8 

in.  :>, 

1895 

28  2 

13  4 

71  6 

18  0 

18%  .... 

33.4 

53.  4 

86.8 

25.  0 

1897  . 

45.  3 

56 

101.3 

17 

1898  .        ...               ... 

41.1 

57 

98.  1 

14 

18!  HI  

4r>.  4 

01) 

112.4 

15 

11)00  

57.  0 

lit).  .") 

123.  5 

17 

1901  

43.8 

66 

109.  S 

18 

1902  

14  8 

72.  1 

11(5.  9 

23 

1903  

58.  2 

60 

118.  2 

26 

11104       

(il  0 

02.  1 

123.2 

42.6 

1905 

55  (i 

72 

127  6 

10 

Annual  A  vi-ratjo  

45  5 

ill 

106 

22.  6 

Servia's  trade  with  Austria-Hungary 
1881-1893 


Year 

Imports 

Exports 

Transit 

(in  million  of  francs) 


1881                               , 

30.0 

29.  1 



1882  .                          

28.2 

38.8 

1883                        

22.  C> 

40.  1 



1884  . 

28.  2 

40.0 



1885                               

29.  7 

30.7 



1886 

27.9 



1887  .                      

29.5 

20.  3 



1888  .                  

23.7 

33.4 

3.3 

188'.)                                     

22.6 

34.3 

6.2 

1890                   

26.  0 

39.  3 

8.2 

1891 

26.1 

45.7 

14.7 

1892  . 

22.0 

41 

15.  7 

1893  

23.7 

43.2 

12.7 

Annual    Avorasfo  

25 

38 

10 

Percentage  of  Total  Commerce  .... 

60  o/o 

93  % 

12  % 

1894-1905 


1894 

20.5 

41.1 

14.  5 

1895      

16.6  ! 

38.7 

20.4 

1896         

19.2 

47.0 

12 

1897  

25.5  i 

49.1 

9.6 

1898  

23 

51 

8.6 

1899  

27.4 

55 

12.5 

1900  

25.5 

56.5 

12.6 

1901      

23.1 

55.  6 

12.0 

1902  

55.0 

57.  5 

12 

1903                               .    .               ... 

35.4  i 

51.3 

16 

1904  

36.  li 

55.  4 

5.6 

1905 

33.4 

(14  7 

1.6 

Annual  Average  

29.3 

51 

11.7 

Percentage  of  Total  Commerce  .... 

66  %| 

83.  5  % 

54  % 

10 


TIL 

1906-1912. 

When  the  term  of  the  second  treaty  of  commerce  ex- 
pired, it  was  prolonged  to  the  end  of  1905.  When  ne- 
gotiations took  place  for  the  conclusion  of  a  new  treaty, 
Austria  was  most  exacting  in  her  demands ;  but  the 
position  of  Servia  was  much  better  and  more  favourable 
than  it  had  been  under  the  system  of  secret  conventions, 
now  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Servia  had  by  this  time  created  for  herself  an  auto- 
nomous customs  system,  and  this  had  already  served  as 
the  basis  for  the  treaty  made  with  Germany,  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  a  tariff  for  a  limited  number  of  ar- 
ticles (1904). 

At  this  period,  Servia  was  negotiating  with  Bulgaria 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  customs  union,  agreed  to,  at 
the  close  of  1905,  by  the  Bulgarian  Assembly  at  Sofia. 

Austria-Hungary  had  broken  off  the  negotiations  com- 
menced with  Servia  towards  the  end  off  1905,  alleging 
as  her  reason  the  Bulgaro-Servian  Convention,  and  de- 
manding that  Servia  should  hold  off  from  negotiations 
with  Bulgaria,  if  she  desired  to  continue  then  with 
Austr  ia-H  un  gary . 

The  negotiations  with  Austria  were  resumed  in  Fe- 
bruary 1906.  but  they  failed  to  bring  about  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  old  treaty.  A  modus  vivendi  was,  however, 
arrived  at  for  the  regulation  of  commercial  relations, 
pending  a  definitive  treaty.  This  state  of  things  lasted 
till  the  end  of  the  month  of  June,  1906. 

As  Austria-Hungary,  in  her  negotiations  with  Servia 
for  the  conclusion  of  treaty  of  commerce,  had  aimed  al 
securing  for  herself  for  ever  special  political  advantages,— 
in  particular,  the  guarantee  that,  in  supplying  the  State, 
Austro-Hungarian  products,  given  equal  price  and  quality, 
would  not  be  excluded,  her  object  here  being  to  have 
the  supply  of  cannon  to  Servia, — Servia  could  not  treat 
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on  this  question,  and  the  negotiations  for  the  treaty  of 
commerce  were  interrupted. 

From  the  24th  of  June,  1906,  to  the  1st,  of  Septem- 
ber, 1908.  the  frontiers  of  Austria-Hungary  were  closed 
to  the  greater  part  of  our  exports  and  of  our  transit. 
Cattle,  poultry,  animal  products,  were  prohibited  through- 
out this  period ;  and  in  this  struggle  to  secure  our 
economic  emancipation  our  efforts  were  finally  crowned 
with  success. 

Servia  in  fact  was  driven  to  present  herself  with  her 
products  in  markets  new  and  old,  and  through  new 
channels ;  and  she  thus  underwent  a  transformation 
productive  both  as  to  quantity  and  as  to  quality,  and  vin- 
dicated before  the  whole  world  her  national  vitality, 
compelling  the  conviction  that  she  could  do  without 
the  Austro-Hungarian  markets. 

During  the  above  interval,  Servia  had  effected  treaties 
of  commerce  with  almost  all  the  States  of  Europe,  except 
Austria-Hungary. 

Between  1906  and  1908,  the  negotations  with  Austria- 
Hungary  had  been  several  times  renewed ;  and  at  the 
beginning  of  1908  they  produced  at  last  their  result. 
In  this  new  treaty  the  old  Veterinary  Convention  did 
hot  appear  and  there  was  no  longer  to  be  exportation 
of  live-stock.  All  that  was  permitted  was  the  export, 
within  limits  laid  down  in  the  treaty,  of  fresh  meat 
(horned  beasts  and  swine).  In  compensation  for  the 
obstacle  thus  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  exportation  of 
pur  animal  products,  Servia  was  enabled  to  protect  her 
industries  by  the  elevated,  nay  prohibitive,  tariff  of  the 
new  treaty  of  commerce.  The  cardinal  point  in  this 
treaty  was  the  transit  of  animal  products.  Owing  to  the 
annexation  of  Bosnia-Herzegovina,  the  treaty-  concluded 
came  into  operation  only  after  a  postponement  of  three 
months,  and  by  imperial  decree,  instead  of  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Austrian  ad  Hungarian  Parliaments,  be- 
fore which  it  had  been  laid. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  1909,  Austria-Hungary  with- 
drew the  treaty  of  commerce  from  the  consideration  of 
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her  Parliaments,  and  made  attempts  to  negotiate  a  new 
treaty  in  its  place. 

,Servia,  however,  refused  to  enter  into  negotiations, 
having  already  concluded  a  treaty  which  (she  held) 
should  have  heen  ratified. 

The  Servian  frontier  was  now  closed  anew  to  exporta- 
tion, and  the  war  of  frontier  duties  went  on  till  the 
treaty  of  the  1st.  of  January  1911  came  in  force,  which 
was  a  repetition  of  the  treaty  concluded  but  not  ratified 
in  1908.  Servia  had  not  time  to  test  all  the  results  of 
this  treaty,  owing  to  the  subsequent  course  of  events ; 
but  in  any  case,  as  the  treaty  excludes  a  customs  union 
with  the  neighbouring  Empire,  it  must  necessarily  have 
favoured  the  economic  development  of  Servia  under 
conditions  better  than  those  of  the  period  extending 
from  1881  to  1906: 


Servian  foreign  commerce 
1906-191 1 


Year 

Imports 

Exports 

Total 

Transit 

1906 

44.3 

(in  million 

71.6 

s  of  francs) 

115.  9 

48.6 

1907  .               

70.6 

82 

152.6 

56.0 

1908          

75.6 

77.7 

153.3 

46.5 

1909 

73.5 

93 

166.5 

50 

1910  

84.7 

.98.  4 

183.1 

57.7 

1911              

115.  4 

116.  9 

232.3 

51.  1 

Average.    .    . 

•—  *  _  —  _ 

83.  9 

93.5 

182 

53 
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Servian  trade  with  Austria-Hungary 
1906-1912 


Year 

Imports 

Kx  ports 

Total             Transit 

190(>  . 

22.2 

(in  million 

31.3 

3  of  francs) 

I'.iOT  

25.  (i 

12.  9 



1908  

32.3 

21.  5 



1909 

•    17  8 

29  2 



I'.UO           

IB.  1 

17.8 

_ 

inn        

17.  4 

48.4 



1912              ..  . 

17.  C) 

36.0 



Annual  Avora^o  

29.4 

28  1 

IVjvi'iit.a^e  of  Total  Commerce 

35  % 

30  % 

—                     — 

The  principal  categories  of  our  exportation  from  1884 
to  1914  consist  in  cereals,  live-stock  (swine  and  oxen), 
green  and  dried  fruit,  and  animal  products. 


Comparative  table  of  merchandise  exported  between  1884  to  1902 
Average  of  Exportation  in  millions  of  francs 


MERCHANDISE 


YEARS 


1884-1893 

1891-1905 

1906-1912 

Live-Stock  

17.3 

23.3 

8.5 

Cereals   

8.0 

13.8 

33.6 

Fruit  

10  2 

11.2 

14.8 

Animal  Products  

3.6 

8.0 

13.1 

During  the  period  from  1804  to  1881,  the  exportation  of 
live  swine  held  the  first  place  in  our  foreign  commerce. 

For  a  long  time,  indeed  almost  to  the  end  of  this 
period,  a  large  number  of  lean  swine  were  exported, 


BIBLIOTEKA 

1NSTITUTA 
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bred  up  in  the  vast  and  rich  Servian  forests  of  beech 
and  oak.  The  want  of  means  of  transport  prevented  the 
exportation  of  fat  and  heavy  swine :  the  exportation  of 
these  was  limited  to  the  districts  along  the  Danube  and 
the  Save.  The  number  of  heads  of  swine  exported 
amounted  to  no  less  than  400,000.  As  much  may.  be 
said  of  the  mode  of  exportation  of  oxen. 
.  The  disforesting  of  the  mountains  and  the  change 
from  the  primitive  method  of -breeding  to  a  more  rational, 
diminished  the  number  of  heads  of  beasts  exported, 
while  improving  their  quality  and  weight.  The  annual 
average  from  1884  to  1893  was  57.200  oxen  realising 
7.300,000  francs  and  205.000  swine  realising  9,200,000 
francs.  The  annual  average  from  1893  to  1905  was  66,000 
oxen  realising  12.7  millions  of  francs  and  122,000  swine 
realising  14  millions  of  francs.  During  the  period  1884-1893, 
the  exportation  of  live-stock  produced  16.5  millions  out 
of  the  42.G  millions  realised  in  all  by  exportation 
(  =  38%). 

During  the  period  1893-1905.  the  exportation  of  live- 
stock attained  the  proportions  of  27  millions  of  francs 
out  of  65.8  millions  realised  in  all  by  exportation ;  in 
other  words,  about  40  "  „. 

During  the  earliest  period.  1804-1882,  few  or  no  cereals 
were  exported  ;  and  the  exports  of  fresh  fruit  and  animal 
products  reached  only  a  very  trifling  percentage  of  the 
whole  body  of  exports. 

During  the  period  when  the  two  treaties  of  commerce 
were 'in  force  (1882-1905),  the  exportation  of  cereals, 
fruit,  and"  animal  products  increases,  and  becomes  at 
last  greater  than  the  exportation  of  live-stock. 

In  the  year  1906,  the  percentages  of  total  exportation 
are  :  for  live-stock.  10  °/0  ;  for  cereals  39.7  %  ;  for  fruit 
17.7%  ;and  for  animal  products,  15,5  %. 

Industry  begins  to  come  into  being  after  1906.  The 
extreme  lowness  of  the  custom  duties  on  manufactured 
.articles  imported  from  the  neighbouring  Empire  and  the 
exemption  from  duty  of  cereals  and  other  raw  material 
from  the  frontier  districts  of  Servia,  destined  to  supply 
Austrian  mills  and  workshops  (Nciheverkehr),  prevented 
the  creation  of  industries  among  us  previous  to  1909. 
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According  to  the  old  treaties  (1881-1905),  the  custom 
duty  for  every  head  of  swine  was  150  francs :  during 
the  period  of  the  customs-war,  it  was  12  crowns  up  to 
120  kilogrammes  and  22  crowns  from  this  weight  upwards 

The  treaty  of  1911  established  the  duty  of  10  crowns 
on  100  kilogrammes  for  swine  weighed  alive,  the  right 
of  export  being  granted  only  for  the  flesh  of  those 
slaughtered. 

As  to  oxen,  for  every  head  the  duty  was :  4  florins  in 
the  border  districts  (frontier  traffic),  12.75  florins  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  Veterinary  Convention,  and  15  florins 
according  to  the  autonomous  customs  tariff.  After  190(5. 
the  autonomous  duty  was  60  crowns  per  head  of  cattle  ; 
9,40  crowns  for  every  100  kilogrammes  weighed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  1911. 

Exportation  of  live-stock  to  Austria-Hungary 


Period 

Value 

of  the 

First  Treat  v 

S  \v  i  n  e 

()  x  o  n 

of  the  swin 
:in  1  1  oxen 

of 
Commerce 

(number) 

(number) 

(in  million  of 
francs  I 

1900  . 

83.212 

5(1.722 

- 

1001    

107,704 

44.355 



1002  
1003 

111,700 
138.577 

57.814 
72,940 

— 

1004 

152,846 

55,142 

35.7 

1905  

112.524 

67.640 

11  8 

(  'ii^tnms  War 

1906  . 

(1)  <i7,060 

24.067 

1007  .    .    . 

1,387 

5.750 

(>.  3 

1008  .    .    . 

1.103  and  27,443  q,(2| 

65  and  22,890  q. 

2.  7 

1000 

5,424  and  12.579  q. 

54  and  '2,570  q- 

2  0 

1010  .    .    . 

607 

4 

0  07 

1011  .    .    . 

1.212  and      72,363 

254  and  62,298  q. 

2  0 

1012  .... 

586  and     79".  708 

875  and  (51,340  q. 

11.6 

(1)  Swine:  from  Jan.  l.st  to  March  l.st.  19.711: 
»        from  March  l.st  to  Dec.  31.st  17.319. 
(-2)  Quintals. 
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The  Veterinary  Convention,  which  came  into  operation 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1882,  and  was  continued  by 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  1894,  put  many  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  regular  and  methodical  breeding  of  cattle. 

Exportation  was  very  frequently  prevented  under  the 
pretext  of  cattle-plague  and  other  diseases. 

From  the  -25th  of  December,  188-2,  to  the  12th  of 
January,  1883,  and  for  certain  districts  of  Austria  till 
the  28^  of  February  of  that  year,  exportation  of  our 
cattle  was  absolutely  prohibited. 

In  1884,  the  prohibition  lasted  several  months,  owing 
to  an  epidemic  among  the  swine ;  and  when  it  was  with- 
drawn on  the  17th  of  September,  1884,  certain  restric- 
tions were  still  maintained,  so  that  it  was  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1885,  that  regular  exportation  was  permissible. 
Under  the  pretext  of  epizoozia,  the  frontier  was  often 
closed  to  swine  and  cattle.  In  1890,  reprisals  occurred 
repeatedly,  sometimes  on  account  of  disease,  and  some- 
times because  the  swine  came  from  Roumania. 

Krom  the  24th  of  May,  1894.  the  exportation  of  beasts 
was  provisionally  prohibited  till  the  14th  of  October, 
1895 ;  and  on  the  19th  of  February,  1896,  the  prohibition 
included  swine  and  carcasses,  and  was  prolonged  till  the 
22»fJ  of  August.  1896.  In  1898  and  in  1901,  1902  and  1906. 
the  exportation  both  of  live-stock  and  of  carcasses  was 
repeatedly  prohibited,  under  the  pretext  of  disease ;  and 
this  threw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  rational  system 
of  cattle-breeding. 

The  grand  total  of  the 'supplies  of  live-stock  from 
Servia,  fettered  by  her  abnormal  commercial  relations 
with  Austria-Hungary,  is  as  follows : 


1859 

1895 

1905 

1910 

Oxen     .    . 

802,61)2 

903,436 

962,503 

765,208 

Horses  .    . 

139,900 

166.940 

1  71.363 

152.617 

Sheep    .    . 
tS\vino   .    . 

2,385,448 
1,774,348 

3.o:>  1,1  11 

894,564 

3.  KiO.1i  16 
108.108 

3.808.815 
863,544 

Goats.    .    . 

490,602 

515,602 

510,063 

627,427 
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Per  1000  Inhabitants 


Years                           Oxen 

Horses 

Swine 

Sheep 

Goats 

1859                                              736 

129 

1,637 

2.202 

452 

1866  '        609 

101 

1,051 

2,203 

370 

1890  378 

75 

420 

1,371 

235 

1895  390 
1905  361 

72.5 
65.5 

391 
338 

1.338 
1J76 

227 
190 

The  period  of  the  customs  war,  which  lasted  from  the 
second  half  of  1906  to  1911.  about  five  years  in  all, 
compelled  the  Servian  producers  to  abandon  the  exporta- 
tion of  live-stock  and  to  devote  themselves  to  industry  and 
to  the  preparation  of  export  articles  holt'  manufactured. 

A  number  of  slaughter-houses,  workshops,  steam - 
mills,  etc..  were  established;  and  thus  the  exportation 
of  corn  and  of  fresh  and  salt  meat  wras  substituted  for 
that  of  cereals  and  live-stock.  In  this  way  an  exclusive 
dependence  on  the  Austro-Hungarian  market  was  avoided, 
as  the  products  thus  transformed  could  be  directed  to 
more  distant  markets. 

After  the  victories  of  the  Balkan  wars.  Servia.  which 
had  feared  the  effect  on  her  traffic  of  the  opening  up 
of  new  routes  vin  Salonica,  hoped  to  be  able  to  render 
her  position  secure.  But  she  wTas  prevented  from  doing 
so  by  the  barbarous  aggression  of  Austria-Hungary. 

The  following  tables  show  the  oscillations  in  the  main 
classes  of  our  products  exported  from  1906  to  191i>. 

1906,  1907,  1908 

(Exportation  in  millions  of  francs) 


1SKW 

1907 

1908 

Cattle    

18.  3 

3.  (> 

7 

Cereals     

22.0 

31 

27.7 

Fruit  

15.  1 

22 

15 

Animal  Products  

15.6 

10 

16 

18 


1906-1912 

Annual  Average  in  millions  of  francs  and  Percentage 
of  total  Exportation 


Cattle 

Cereals 

Fruit 

Animal  Products 


1006-1912 


8.5 
33.6 
14.8 
13.1 


10  % 
39.7  % 
17.  7  % 
15.  5  % 


Comparative  Table  of  Imports   and  Exports  for  the  Countries  traded 
with  during  the  year  1911. 


STATES 


Imports 


Exports 


America  .... 
Austria-Hungary 
Belgium  .... 

Bosnia 

Bulgaria  .... 

Greece 

Denmark.    .    .    . 

Egypt 

England  .... 

Italy 

Germany  .  .  . 
Norway  .... 
Portugal  .... 
Roumuniit  .  .  . 

Russia 

Turkey 

France  .... 
Holland  .... 
Montenegro.  .  . 
Switzerland.  .  . 
Sweden  .... 
Spain 


(in  millions  of  francs) 


2.13 
47.40 
2.1 
0.21 
0.7 
0.3 
0.02 

!>.  5 

(  2 

31.3 

o.  oor> 

II.  05) 
L  5 
3.4 
3.8 
5.7 

o.  r> 

0.  (KM. 
1.5 
0.08 
0.  07 


3.0 
48.4 
G.I 
0.1 
2.8 
0.1 

0.022 

0.  08 

4.40 

2(,>.  00 

0.005 

<•».  1 

0.  05 

12.00 

3.8 

o.  ooi ; 
0.002 
0.25 


115.  4 


116.  0 


1!) 


In  all,  imports  have  amounted  to  275,303,000  kilo- 
grammes, and  exports  to  437,873,000  kilogrammes  and 
110,183  heads  of  live-stock. 

In  1907,  i.  e.  for  an  entire  year  of  customs  war  with 
Austria-Hungary,  exportation  was  divided  among  the 
various  States  as  follows: 

(In  millions  of  franca) 

Germany 32.8 

Belgium 13.0 

Austria- Hungary 13.0 

Italy     5.4 

Turkey .    .    4.4 

Russia 3.1 

France      2.1 

England ->.:••$ 

Bulgaria 1.9 

Roumania 1.2 

Egypt 1.0 

Switzerland (U> 

Norway 0.3 

Sweden 0.2 

Bosnia      0.1 

Greece 0.05 

Other  Countries 0.08 

Exports  in  the  year  1911  -  divided  according  to  class  of  merchandise 
Division  I.  —  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 


PRODUCTS 


Quantity 
|iii  millions  of  kgms) 


Value 

in  millions 

of  frunrs 


Wh.-at 


Barley    ..... 

Oats    ...... 

Maize     .... 

Beans     .    .    .    .    , 

Fresh  Fruit  .    . 
Prunes  .... 

Tobacco  in  Loaf  , 
Plum  Jam.    .    . 
Hemp  and  Flax 


in.  •; 

7.2 

19.6 

5.0 

117.  5 

6.5 

13.7 

33.3 

0.8 

0.2 

1.5 


15.  8 
1.1 
3.0 
0.7 

14.4 
1.6 
2.1 

16.4 
1.9 
2.2 
0.9 


Division  IT.  —  PASTURE  PRODUCTS 


Quantity  ^ alue 

I' HO  DUCTS  in  millions 

(ui  millions  of  kgms)  of  fr.lnos 

Horses    .                                                                    39,678  heads  ()  c, 

Oxen 17,188     »  4.  N 

Sheep I        61.998     »  o.  (.i 

SAvino i          7,701      »  0. 5 

Poultry )          4'^    4    I  3.  5 

I'Yrsh  meat  and  Bacon.    .                              |5.«()8.189      »  16.2 

Poultry  (dead  flesh) 581,932     »  0. 7 

Ham  and  Sausages 331,550     »  0. 7 

4.055,020     »  3. 0 

1 .287/702     »  1.6 

Cocoons ;        82.587      »  II.  C. 

Sheep  Skins.  .    i   .  or>1  ~n^ 

( louts  and   Kids.  .    S  l.»61,796      » 


Division  III.  —  OTHER  PRODUCTS 


PRODUCTS 


Quantity 

(in  millions  of  kgms) 


Value 

in  millions 
of  francs 


Flour 7.1 

Refined  Sugar 1.  3 

Bran 11.  6 

Cheese 0.  4 

Rope      

Copper 6.  8 

(  65,788  m(l) 

Sundries •?  80.204,857  kilos 

/  19,829h.>nds 


Total. 


65,788  m(l) 

437,873,081  kilos 

110.283heads 


1.87 

0.5 

1.17 

0.53 

0.85 

9.  58 


116,916,352 


(1)  Metres. 


Exports  in  1911   -  divided  according  to  the  Custom-duty  imposed 


Number 
of 

class 

KKsri.'il'TlON 

Measure 
weight 
etc. 

Quantity 

Value  in 
millions 
of  francs 

I 

Agricultural  Products 

.      i,r 
:  kilos 

111,698, 
33,986,728 

) 

>   22.768 

'  heads 

1.K12 

1 

Products  of  agriculture  

kilos 

8,604.73-J 

5.  143 

Products  of  cattle-breedinsi.    .    .    . 
Forest    Products 

)  kilos 
1  heads 

m? 

4,1)22,151 
1,162 

111.698 

10   145 
2.  261 

4.  :j>7i 

Products  of  agricultural  Industries. 
Food  and   Beverages    

t  kilos 
kilos 

kilos 

l(J,DoU,ooo( 
9,586,591 
292,596 

0.  544 

LI 

Mineral    Kaw    Materials,    Mineral 
Oil.  and  their  Products 

.     '»' 
j  kilos 

805 

119.677,182 

6.  935 

Til 

Wax  and  Articles    prepared  with 
Fats,  Oils  and   Wax  

kilos 

862,419 

0.878 

IV 

i  'liemieal  and  Pharmaceutical  Pro- 
ducts, and  Explosives  . 

.  kilos 
f  pieces 

27.120,0331 
5,737< 

7.573 

V 

VI 
VII 

VIII 

Textile  Materials  and  their  Products. 

Leathers  and  Leather  Work:  Hides. 
India-rubber  and  Gutta-perea  .    . 
Woven  Textures.                            .    . 

>  kilos 
.  pieces 
kilos 

8,48(1.  187 
312,075 
785.164 
67.772 
54,494 

31.751 

4.140 
0.  435 
0.  079 

IX 
X 

XI 

XII 

Brushes.  Brooms  and  Sieves  .    .    . 
Raw  Material  divisible  by  cutting, 
and  Manufactures  of  such  material. 
Paper,  Books  and  Illustrations  .    . 
Work  in  stone,  clay.  etc.     .        .    . 

— 

18,538 

1.70(5.429 
5,601,303 
4,990,303 

0.083 

1.671 
2.512 
1.  618 

XIII 

Glass-work  .    .               

_____ 

3,392,574 

1.520 

XIV 

Metals  and  Metal-work  



51,659,909 

20.  304 

XV 
XVI 

xvn 

Machines.   Apparatuses  etc..    .    .    . 
Objects  of  Art  and  Science.    .    .    . 
('locks  and    \vutches          

\  kilos 
(  pieces 
s  kilos 
t  pieces 
I  ki'os 

14.841.865 
215 

56.878 
lt)4 
135,229< 

11.861 
0.489 
1.138 

;  pieces 

35,578( 

Total.    .    . 

'  kilos 
pieces 
f     m3 

275.302,807, 
354.871 
112,503' 

1 
>  115.  425 
1 
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Exports  in  19!  I  according  to  the  State  Importing  and  Class  of  Goods 


• 

a 

e 

tr 

[3 

s 

2-       < 

"3 
c 

COUNTRY 

g 

Pi          rf 

1     0 

« 

P 

TOTAL 

"a 

^  15        T1 

^  c;  ce 

C 

c/ 

t/1 

5*  5  ~  "S 

.    o  a> 

H 

^3 

15 

o'c  S  g 

#.S  = 

e 

M 

T 

0^&(«5 

^~~ 

3 

H 

a 

(in  millions  of  francs) 


1) 

America  

3.  (i()9 

3  609 

Franco  

0.388 







3.  452 

3.841 

England    

0:  051 







0  035 

0  086 

Belgium  

6.142 





.  

6  142 

Italy  

4.385 

0  00!) 







4.  394 

Russia               .    .    . 

0.  034 

0.  018 

. 





0.  052 

2) 
Austria-Hungary    . 
Germany           .    .    . 

47.  034 

27.  777 

0.303 
0.  035 

0.  189 

0.  5!)7 
1.120 

0.117 

18.  124 

48.  240 
28.  932 

3» 

Roiunanin     .... 

4.731 

0.  075 

0.028 

1.306 

77.  172 
6.  140 

G«'oece           .... 

0.109 



0.110 

Bulgaria.    

1.766 

0.  336 

0.  086 

0.  613 



2.877 

Turkey 

10  1)57 

0.  875 

1_ 

0  171 



11.983 

4) 

Other  Countries  .    . 

0.  586 

— 

— 

— 

21.034 

0.  580 

Total.    .    . 

103.  930 

1.  643 

0.  303 

3.807 

7.213 

116.916 

Comparative  table  of  importation 

(Countries  and   Merchandise)  for  1911 
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COMPA  RATIVE  TABLE  OF  IMPORTATION 


Agricul- 
tural 
Products 

Raw 

Materials. 
Oils 

Wax 
Fats 

Chemicals 

Textiles 

Copper 

America  

1.644 

0.020 

i 

(in 

France  .    .    . 

0.639 



1  010 

0.954 

0  446 

England    .    . 

0.6 





0.150 

6  800 

0  356 

Belgium  

0.28 



0.3 

Italy  .    . 

0.66 



1.  357 

2.780 

Bussia    .... 

0.22 

0.72 





•21 
A  ustria-  H  ungary 
Germany  . 

10.  861 
3.34 

2.  503 
3.184 

0.90 

2.800 
1  400 

11.120 
7  800 

2.367 
0  850 

3) 
Rouuitinia     .... 
Greece   .    .    . 

0.283 
0.32 

_ 

0.834 

Bulgaria    .    . 

0.497 

__ 

0  134 

Turkey  . 

3  35 





41 
Other  Countries  .    . 

0.128 

— 

0.17 

0.170 

1.200 

0.140 

Total.    .    . 

22.  792 

7.189 

1.37 

7.  651 

30.  788 

4.  159 

-  (Countries  and  Merchandise)  for  191! 


Caoutchouc 

Products 
in 
Wood 

Paper 

Work- 
in  Stono 

Glasswork 

Metals 

Machines 
and   . 
Apparatuses 

Total 

millions  of  f 

runes) 

— 

— 

0.  130 
0.018 

— 

_ 

0.  055 

0.  050 
2.000 
0.761 

1.959 

0.378 
0.357 
0.829 
1.  354 

0.  343 

2.  135 
5.745 
9.  524 
2.080 
4  860 
3.392 

• 

27.  736 

0.23 

0.11 

1.  175 
0.  321 

1.481 
0.  884 

0.  042 
0.921 

1.024 
0.374 

9.020 
5.  960 
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2.922 

0.41 

1.  671 

3.088 

1.573 

1.  573 

19.  750 

11.762 

115.  425 

The  Servian  exports  are  :  -  cereals,  fresh  and  dried 
fruit,  animal  products,  mineral,  wax  and  other  raw  or 
semi-prepared  materials.  The  imports  are :  -  stuffs,  tex- 
tiles, iron  goods,  machines,  utensils,  etc. 


In  our  sketch  of  Servian  commerce,  the  reference 
has  been  always  to  Servian  territory  as  it  was  previous 
to  the  Balkan  Wars  of  1912. 

The  area  of  the  Country  was  48,586  square  kilome- 
tres, with  3,000,000  inhabitants.  After  our  victories  over 
Turkey  and  Bulgaria  in  1912-1913,  the  area  of  Servia 
rose  to  87,303  kilometres,  with  4,500,000  inhabitants. 

Not  having  been  able  to  obtain  statistics  for  the  years 
1913-1914,  we  cannot  give  more  than  the  probable  es- 
timate of  160  millions  of  francs  of  exports  and  150  mil- 
lions of  imports,  as  in  1911  there  were  27.6  millions  of 
francs  of  exports  aud  51.3  millions  of  imports  in  the  new 
territories  annexed  to  Servia.  Importation  into  these 
new  Provinces  was  shared  among  foreign  States  as 
follows : 

Austria-Hungary,  a  quarter  ;  Germany,  a  fifth ;  the 
rest  divided  among  Turkey,  Italy,  Servia,  Roumania, 
England  and  other  Countries.  Servia  while  hemmed 
within  her  frontiers  down  to  1912,  far  from  the  sea  and 
surrounded  by  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  Bulgaria, 
and  Turkey,  had  to  contend  with  a  variety  of  obstacles 
in  her  economic  development,  The  neighbouring  Mo- 
narchy, with  its  plans  for  penetration  into  the  Balkan 
Peninsula,  the  first  step  towards  which  was  the  occupa- 
tion of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  districts  purely  Servian, 
had  succeeded  by  various  means  in  paralysing  the  life 
of  Servia. 

Since  the  Balkan  war  and  the  acquisition  of  the  new 
frontiers,  the  conditions  for  economic  development  and 
foreign  commerce  have  improved ;  but  they  are  still  far 
from  meeting  the  needs  of  a  people  whose  mission  in 
history  is  yet  to  be  accomplished.  The  truth,  now  as 
clear  as  day  to  all  the  world,  that  Servia  cannot  live 


without  her  littoral,  without  free  access  to  the  sea,  is 
firmly  held  by  every  Serb ;  and  the  effectuation  of  this 
ideal  has  been  the  aim  of  our  policy  during  the  last  few 
years.  Our  claims  to  Dalmatia  and  the  other  Servian, 
Croatian,  and  Slovenian  lands  are  justified  not  only  on 
the  ground  of  nationality,  but  also  because  their  posses- 
sion is  essential  to  our  very  existence  and  the  necessary 
guarantee  of  the  vital  interests  of  a  people  that  has 
striven  for  centuries  of  bitter  strife  to  secure  its  indepen- 
dence, both  political  and  economical. 
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